Classes' attendance decision requires a high level of motivation among the students. The students' academic grade are highly determined by the frequencies of their classes' attendance. The purpose of the study was to identify factors impacting students' classes' attendance decisions and the students' opinion on whether rate of classes' attendance affects academic performance or not. Structured questionnaires were distributed among students of Higher National Diploma in Business Administration. Making the course content easier to understand (90.5%), getting information that may not be in the note (88%) , knowing the area of concentration for the examination (85.5%), interest in the course content (80.25%), the fear of impromptu class test by the lecturers (75.5%) and taking of notes (70%) are the main reason for students classes' attendance decision. A significant percentage of the students (86.25%) believed that academic performance depends on rate of class attendance. Better understanding of these factors may assist policy makers in the higher institution of learning in designing effective interventions to facilitate student attendance.
Introduction
People engage in an activity because of its inherent satisfaction (intrinsic motivation) or to attain some separable outcomes (extrinsic motivation). Kondalk (2007) define motivation as inner burning passion caused by need, wants and desire which propels an individual to exert his physical and mental energy to achieve desired objectives. How effective an individual is depends on his or her performance which is product of ability and motivation. Attitude to learning changes whenever there is change in motivation or goal. Garavalia et al, (2002) examined variation in self-regulated learning strategies and motivation among the first and third year of the professional pharmacy curriculum. They found that students in the third year had greater intrinsic motivation than students in the first year, indicating that intrinsic motivation may increase as the student progresses through the program. They also found that students in the third year had greater value for learning tasks than students in the first year. Hasting et al, (2005) examined whether there is a shift in pharmacy students' motivation for learning during their professional education. The study demonstrated that pharmacy students had mastery goal orientation and they found that students shift slightly away from this orientation to academic alienation during their first-professional year. Clay and Breslow (2006) surveyed Massachusetts Institute of Technology undergraduate students and report: lectures' quality and clarity, conflicting deadlines for other classes, the professor's use of relevant examples, and the professor's ability to engage and entertain students as major factors controlling attendance. Westrick et al, (2009) identified reasons for pharmacy students' attendance and absenteeism in large lectures and determined certain student characteristics that affect students' absenteeism. A list of fourteen reasons was given for attending classes and importance of each reason was rated. While twenty two reasons for not attending classes were also included in the survey instrument. They identified taking of notes by the respondents and highlighting what is important to know as top two common reasons for pharmacy students to attend classes. The students' motivation for attending class or choosing not to attend class was described and categorized in a study conducted among the two first-and four second-year pharmacy student groups at Chicago College of Pharmacy, Midwestern University of Chicago. A series of questions addressing student motivation were developed. It was concluded that teacher behavior and test schedules impact class attendance. Students can be motivated to attend classes by modifying class schedules, testing pattern, and their own teaching behavior (Fjortoft, 2005) . A number of studies have observed a positive significant relationship between class' attendance and academic performance. (2013)). Levital et al, (2012) observe a negative association between the number of lectures hours missed by students and their academic performance in specific courses. This paper aims to identify reasons for students' classes' attendance decision and their opinion on whether rate of class attendance affects academic performance. This is particularly important in today business setting where the business training is giving more attention by the global firms in attaining competitive advantage. Methodology The study was conducted among the students of Higher National Diploma (HND) in Business Administration of Federal Polytechnic, Ado-Ekiti, Ekiti State, Nigeria. Pre-test questionnaires were first administered to the students where they were asked to list reasons for their class attendance. Final validated questionnaire was developed from the list of the reasons earlier identified by the students. A total of 440 questionnaires were distributed to the students across each level where 400 copies of the questionnaires were returned. The responses to the questionnaires were analyzed by descriptive statistics using statistical package for social sciences (SPSS) version 18.
Results and Discussion
Majority of the responding students (88.5%) were between the ages of sixteen years to twenty five years. A significant number of the students (91.5%) were single with only very few students (2.5) were married. To occupy my time 168 (42) 184(46) Making the course content easier to understand (90.5%), getting information that may not be in the note (88%) , knowing the area of concentration for the examination (85.5%), interest in the course content (80.25%), the fear of impromptu class test by the lecturers (75.5%) and taking of notes (70%) are the main reason for students classes' attendance decision. To make the course content easier to understand, the students need to get the information that may not be in the note and this can only be done by attending classes. The students are interested in knowing the area of concentration for the examination and taking of notes which supported the earlier research by Westrick et al,( 2009) in which they identified taking of notes and highlighting what is important to know as two main reasons for students classes' attendance. Many lecturers in the institution are fond of giving impromptu test to the students especially when students in class are few. A good number of students (75.5%) fear impromptu class test by the lecturers and this in support of Fjortoft (2005) research where he identified test schedules as a factor that impact class attendance. Students interest in the course content is also a motivating factor that controlling classes' attendance. This confirms the fact that intrinsic motivation A very high percentage of the students (86.25%) believed that academic performance depends on rate of class attendance. This may be due to the fact that majority of the students (94%) attend classes in other to get information that may not be in the note as well as 90.5% and 85.5% of the same students want the course content easier to be understood and also to know the area of concentration for their examination respectively.
Conclusion
Engaging in a professional program requires motivation to be able to exert a high level of effort towards attaining educational goals and previous studies have indicated that level of academic performances of the students are highly determined by the frequencies of their classes' attendance. Making the course content easier to understand (90.5%), getting information that may not be in the note (88%) , knowing the area of concentration for the examination (85.5%), interest in the course content (80.25%), the fear of impromptu class test by the lecturers (75.5%) and taking of notes (70%) are the main reason for students classes' attendance decision. A significant percentage of the students (86.25%) believed that academic performance depends on rate of class attendance. Contemporary Educational Psychology, 
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